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BUGGiNG THE GOVERNORS 


WASHINGTON. 

The most confidential conversations of 
the ration s Governor ' can be overheard 
at any point a lung an emergency tele- 
phone system that links their private 
offices with Civil Defense headquarters. 

It has just been discovered that the 
red emergency telephones in most Gov- 
ernor s offices have been transformed 
into secret listening devices. The micro- 
phone in each receiver vv ill pick up con- 
versations in me room when ihe phone 
is on the hook, 

I personally listened to a conversation 
tliar an electronics expert, using simpie 
wiretap tools, easily picked un in the 
office of Maryland's Governor Marvin 
Mandcl. The conversation was trans- 
mitted threugh the emergency telephone 
under the Governor's desk. 


.An rst Hint i**ti 30 omemors na\f simi- 
lar phones that lava been rigged for 
eavesdropping. These Insidious "hones 
connect into a hotline, which c’.iabits 
Civil Defense to have instant communi- 
cations with the Governors in a national 
crisis. 

Tiie hotline, referred to In classified 
documents as “The Special Service Line 
for Civil Defense/* fs supposed to be 
strictly hush-hush. It is difficult, there- 
foie. to get any official Lnfomintlon. 

Fr «* unofficial btit rciLihln rcunes. 
however, this column has established 
the following facts: 

The emergency phones were installed 
about 15 years aco as part of a secret 
nefisorit whose main lerrr'nal Is tested 
■a Colorado Springs. The network Links 
most Governors, who can be called 
simultaneously In case of an emergency. 

The receivers were wired In such a 
"•ay that they can pick up everything 

f , the Governors’ offices. Some 
o...i_.aIs insist the wiring was an "innu- 
eent m;sukc.- But electronics experts 
y flatly there was no possibility of 
a mistake. They M y the phones must 

d-on **bemtety r gged to eaves- 
d*op on the Governors. 


Secrecy Is used to cover un ih* iden- 
tity of those responsible for transferm- 
iIT « Governors’ phones into hidden 
mil:cs. Some officials say the plumes 
were wired by the American Telephone 
ami Telegraph Co. Others say the rig- 
?inrr was done by the federal zmvm- 
ment. AT & T would make no comment, 
except t o all Infotuuuion would 
riav e to come xroin the customers. 

Ever, more mysterious is the Identity 
the d-steners. Some think it must 

^rw^ e if B , r ’ ° thprs «*» CIA Is the 
most likely culprit 

Governor MandH was the first to 
Uscova* his emergency phone was bug- 
ged- He angrily summoned telephone 
and demanaed to Know wno 
was jesponsible. This column got wind 
of his protest and questioned him. 

He conUrmed that an electronics spe- 
cialist had checked the red pnone under 
f desk nnd found It wa 3 wired to 
pnk up every sound In the room. 

He Ws predecessor, Spiro A?- 
new. hal discovered a hidden mike [ n I 
the Governor's office before moving up 

l l< * PresfdGncy * M a result, 
Mendel began checking the office reg- 

ularly for mike* and wiretaps after he 
moved In. 

emer ^ nc T Phone had been 
sriored. he said, on the assumpiioa 

Bu* bS S ^^. hCtUna must 00 **»*. 
-AU las, month, a new electronics ex- 
pert Insisted upon checking it and 

h<nr Uw mr ‘ er E £r - c y Phore 
functioned as a secret transmitter. 


Outraged, he railed in the tr ie phono 
l*cop*e and made o\h*r tanfvi»*r: fi 

quiiies. He said the leiepnone ofadais 
not only acknowledged that hist special 
Ihcno was bugged but said all eir.*r* 
g‘’5ey were yir^d the srimr v.vi 

This would mean ad the Governor* on 
tho hotline bad hugged phones, tw 
told him. 

Mandel could hardly believe it. To 
?aUrfy hinu-eif, he arranged to send an 
cdoctr ernes specialist to choc k the t: :cr« 
^•ucy phone ot a neighboring Governor, 
♦u^r.ac-l said the Governor, whom ho 
accfipofi f 0 M»nf]fy. was also ‘ihockcd 

. kew phone transmuted all 
Lie conversations In the ouice. 

. * ♦ *• 

MeamvhfTr, Manrt« ! orders! file ml. r<v 

p-i.c.ze removed L o/u .us cum zency 
phone. He said the phone had never nirg 
during his 2 2 months as Governor and 
probably hadn t been u^-a since it was 
insured. But the day aner he 1 emoved 
the microphone, the phone rang. 

He happened *0 bo out of the cfrice, 
but hxs personal secrctaiy, Don, 
aid, confirmed to this column that * 
ucre had tecc short, slurp rtew 

on .he emergency jm-w. Since only use 
Governor Is s unposed to answr- t:v> 

t ’ , ° r tU f e ; * h ?. dii f t «P the phcr.e. 

I asked the Governor*! pcm6sS^n *0 

tap into the hotline to t^t lor lityseif 
v het.ior I could cverheax* what oj 
-Uo.de nD office. He assigned L 1 \ u r- 
vai Cooper, a state r.^er tra.nedln • 
c.ect:onlcs, to accompany me. The mi- 
rrophene was screwed back Into the 
emergency phone, and Cooper u^ed 
common wiretap tools to plug Into the 
no^iiiie at a r.earby switchbcx Every 
wo:d spoken In the Gov error's of fie 
was distinctly audible. Bv using t 
voice-activated recorder, the full con- 
versation could easily have been taped. 



